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CELEBATE OUR VETERANS 
   On this Veterans Day, we have President Obama’s leadership to thank for “ending” the war in Iraq and the promised pull-out date from Afghanistan.
   Thanks to the results of this election, Americans can look forward for the first time in far too long to fully restoring its own economy and infrastructure rather than furthering the war-based economy endured by America under the Bushes and Cheney. What a wonderful dream, the hope that American lives will not be sacrificed for pointless “nation building” in some foreign country that places no value on human life, as we continue to see under the lunatic Syrian dictator. 

   War enthusiasts have for far too long used the theory of “America can’t thrive based on isolationism” to push the country into one war after another. True, putting an end to lunatics such as Hitler was necessary, and in those days, war seemed the only solution – maybe Korea can be debated, but the Vietnam War was an insane slaughter of American lives that was nothing more than continuing a war economy to fill the coffers of military contractors. The American dollars spent on that war if spent here on American soil could have completely rebuilt the infrastructure of the country and meant no national debt.
   In four short years, President Obama has become known as the “veterans’ President.” The President and his wife have both worked tirelessly to help returning veterans with the most significant efforts listed below.

· increased the Veterans Affairs budget to increase funding for veterans mental health care by 29 percent;

· signed an Executive Order to expand the federal government’s military and veterans suicide prevention programs; 

· established new rules that make it easier for veterans suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder to get benefits; 

· expanded healthcare access for Veterans living in rural areas and took concrete steps to end veterans’ homelessness by 2015; 

· began the transition to a paperless claims processing system to make sure veterans get their benefits quickly, and made it easier for National Guard and reserve members to gain eligibility for education benefits; 

· signed two tax credits for businesses that hire unemployed veterans and wounded warriors – which are putting veterans back to work today, and proposed a Veterans Job Corps to put veterans back to work as cops, firefighters and protecting our public lands; 
· announced the creation of a veterans online jobs bank and an in-depth entrepreneurial training program that will help veterans find skilled jobs once they have returned home; and

· implemented and expanded the post-9/11 G.I. Bill which has helped more than 800,000 veterans and their families pursue an education. 

   Ignored by the powers that be in closing Veterans facilities such as hospitals and long-term care facilities are the Veterans who moved and settled near such, only to have to then travel long distances for health care, but far too often, doing without because they simply do not have the funds to travel or are physically unable to travel long distances for health care. 
   America can never erase the memory of returning Vietnam Veterans who were booed and humiliated as they stepped onto American soil, who have suffered from lack of services, the horrendous numbers who have died homeless, alone and forgotten in their own country, who were never recognized even minimally for their service and sacrifices, most of which could have been prevented by mental health, medical and economic services and benefits. 
   Returning veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan at least have a President who recognizes their sacrifices and is willing to show the leadership to see that they ARE NOT treated as Vietnam veterans were.
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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